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Aims of the session

O To inform you how we teach and assess 

reading in Key stage 2.

O To understand some of the key reading and 

comprehension skills children need.

O To provide you with helpful strategies you 

can use to support your child with reading at 

home.



Assessing reading

At Joseph Hood, teacher assessments are 

ongoing throughout the year. 

This happens in lessons through questioning as 

well as when a child reads to an adult.

Children will be read with regularly: with a 

teaching assistant or with the class teacher.



Banded books
Throughout the year, teachers assess children’s 

reading levels to determine their reading range. 

They will be given books for their reading level, 

based on teacher assessments.

Once children become more confident with their 

comprehension and fluency, they become ‘free 

readers’, which means they can choose their 

own reading book to take home.



Teaching reading in KS2
In KS2, we teach whole class reading: this means all 
children study the same book, but activities may be 
adapted to meet specific needs.  

In KS2, reading strategies are weighted towards 
comprehension and developing children’s ability to use 
what they have read and discuss the meaning of a text.

At the start of each lesson, we explore 3-4 words before 
reading the chosen text, to ensure children have a better 
understanding when reading the text.



Teaching reading in KS2

We cover a variety of genres in our reading 

sessions, including: fiction and non-fiction 

texts as well as poetry.  

We choose high quality texts and try to link 

these with our termly topics, to immerse children 

fully in the topic.



Monday 13th January 2025 (2b)

● Discuss with your partner what you think the key 
vocabulary for today means. 

● If you are unsure look it up in a dictionary. 
● As we go through today’s section keep an eye out for 

the vocabulary.

Key vocabulary

blackbird     going around the bend 
stunted        arthritis 

The Questioner
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Teaching reading in KS2

During reading sessions, we teach different skills to help the children develop 

their understanding of a text.  

These skills are referred to as ‘Assessment Focuses’.  These focuses mean that 

children have the opportunity to make inferences and predictions, explain 

reasons for their thinking and summarise key ideas.

The skills being taught in each lesson should be explicit when teaching.



Teaching reading in KS2
In Year 6, the teaching of reading skills shifts slightly to prepare children for 

their SATS in May 2025.  

These skills are referred to as the ‘content domain’. 

The skills being taught in each lesson should be explicit when teaching.



AF1 - 2a

AF2 - 2b/2c

AF3 - 2d

AF4 - 2h

AF5 - 2g/2h

AF6 - 2f/2h

AF7



Which skills could be covered when 

studying this image?



What is in the bottle?
What is the 
person/creature wearing?



Describe what is 
happening in this image.



How did the bottle get to the 
beach?
Why is the person in the bottle?
How are they feeling? 



How will they get out of the bottle? 



How does this image make you feel?
What about the image makes you feel 
that way? 



SATS style questions
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Supporting your child

O Listen to your child read and read to 

your child.

O Discuss what is being read: this will 

help with their comprehension of the 

text.

O Ask questions (using the question 

stems on your hand out).



Helpful Hints
O Children in KS2 should be reading for 20 mins a day – fun, fairly short bursts 

of reading every day will make a big difference to fluency and comprehension 
skills .

O A mix of reading independently and being read to .

O Reading for purpose (for information or reading to a younger sibling).

O Comprehension - it is really important that children are asked questions about 
what they are reading to ensure understanding.  Don’t be afraid to let the 
conversation stray from the text.

O Reading records – recording each time your child reads is important as it 
demonstrates that reading is part of a routine, a habit which we want the 
children to develop – hopefully – for life.

O Choose high quality texts.



www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
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https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year-groups
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Promoting a love of reading

O Library visits

O Modelling reading for pleasure

O Whole school events: World Book 

Day, sponsored read, etc…



Suggested dictionaries and 

thesauruses

KS1:

-Collins First School Dictionary

KS2:

-Collins English School Dictionary

-Oxford Primary Dictionary

-Oxford Primary Thesauruses


